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I n  reading many of the rcccnt books published on tlie subject of 
general science I find that tlicre seems to be little or no agreement 
among the various authors, on just what subjects should be con- 
sidercd in  such a course. Last year I tried to find out the pupils’ 
opinions of some of these different subjects and submit the results 
thinking that they may be of interest to other teachers. 
Some authors present the subject from their point of view, for 
example, one whose interest is mainly physics, cmphasizes the phy- 
sical standpoint throughout his book. The more rccent authors, I 
think have presented the subjcct from two view points, which in my 
opinion is the correct one. First from the child’s point of view, 
presenting facts that are of interest to the child and secondly to 
make them as practicable and as valuable as possible. Something 
that thelchild can take home with him and make use of. 
Many special science teachers complain that the courses given in 
general science are giving the child some facts that they themselves 
want to use and which rightly belongs to their respective subject& 
On the other hand there are those science teachers who complain 
because the pupils after taking a course in general science, come to 
them, without the slightest knowledge of the science principles in- 
volved. I n  my opinion 
general science should not be a stepstone to any other science but 
should be complete in itself and so arranged that it would not in- 
terfere with any other subject. ._ General science does stimulate fur- 
ther interest. Out of my classes which numbered 93 a t  the start, 
32 disappeared and I ended the year with 61. I found that only 
23 of these were to take further work in science, 18 in physics and 5 
in chemistry. How this compares with a class never having taken 
general science and of the same size would be interesting to know. 
I am inclined to think that it mould be the same. 
I think that general science is primarily for t k s e  that drop out 
of high school before finishing the four years, or those who do finish 
387 
I cannot agree with these latter teachers. 
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and do not take any other science. I lcnow that the Z 3  in my 
classes who are to take further work in science mould certainly 
have chosen physics or chemistry if they had never taken general 
science. In my classes there are 49.2 per cent girls and 50.8 pe r  
cent boys. 
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It occurred to me that it might be of interest to find out what 
subjects presented during the year were of greatest interest and 
how boys and girls agreed on the same subjects. I made out a list 
including all subjects touched upon and asked them to check those 
which interested them. The subjects are below and aze really sub- 
ject h e a b .  They must not be taken literally for as much a8 
possible-mas taken up undeP each heading. 
In touching upon these subjects (see chart) I made them as brief 
as possible covering everything of interest and trespassing on no 
one’s territory. In plotting the results I find some very interesting 
differences of opinion among the boys and girls. Matter and at- 
-I -masphere were s f  about equal interest. Flames brought the girls 
behind the boys. With fuels, the girls go ahead of the boys 
and heat brings them together again. Curiously the effect of heat 
showed a drop for both. Fourteen girls were hterested in the 
weather to four boys. The question of foods brought both some- 
what nearer but the boys going ahead of the girls. Pure foods and 
drugs seemed very popular to both and both showed a moderate 
interest in the milk question. Teeth and the care of them brought 
both up again with the girls ahead of the boys. Bacteria and 
hygiene appealed strongly to the boys but strangely to me they 
dropped below-the girls in the study of the water supply. Botany 
seemed, to be of equal interest, while chemistry appealed much more 
to the boys than the girls., Removing stains naturally held the girla 
above the boys. The camera brought both down again with the 
girls the more interested. The human eye brought the interest up 
a little with the girls in the lead. The sun and the solar system 
showed the girls in favor. Sound brought the boys up and the 
girls down. In magnetism and electricity the boys are naturally 
ahead of the girls and they still remain there in  the subject of 
physiology. 
In  the chart the figures a t  the top represent the number of pupils 
signifying an interest in the subjects which arc listed a t  the side. 
Some pupils of course only showed interest in one or two subjects, 
some none a t  all, while others seemed to find something interesting 
in most all of them. 
